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listening to him, " attend to me when I bid you walk in the ways of your forefathers Would you have praise and honor, would you have the esteem of the wise and good, value the constitution under which you live Our ancestors, impatient of kings, appointed annual magistrates, and for the administration they nominated a Senate chosen from the whole people into which the road is open for the poorest citizen " J
So Cicero, trying to persuade others, and perhaps half persuading himself, that all might yet be well, and that the Roman Constitution would roll on upon its old lines in the face of the scandal of Ptolemy and the greater scandals of Clodius and Milo
Cicero might make speeches, but events followed then inexorable course The patricians had forgotten nothing and had learnt nothing The Senate had voted thanksgivings foi Caesar's victories, but in their hearts they hated him more for them, because they feaied him moie Milo and his gladiators gave them com age The bitteiest of the aristocrats, Dom-itms Ahenobarbus, Cato's brother-in-law and praetor for the year, was a candidate for the consulship. His enormous wealth made his success almost certain, and he announced in the Senate that he meant to recall Caesar and repeal his laws In April a motion was introduced in the Senate to revise Caesar's Land Act Suspicions had gone abroad that Cicero believed Caesar's star to be in the ascendant, and that he was again wavering To clear himself he spoke as passionately as Domitius could himself have wished, and declared that he honored more the resistance of Bibulus than all the triumphs in the world It was time to come to an end with these gentlemen.
1 Abridged from the Oratwpro Bcabo